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NEM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  . 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1945* 

The  minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  the  report  be  prepared 
on  the  lines  of  that  for  1945  80  it  will  not  assume  its  pre-war 
comprehensiveness. 

The  report  includes  notes  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  matters 
with  which  he  is  more  particularly  concerned;  for  his  co-operation 
and  help  during  the  year  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L. WILSON  EVANS. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Name.  Qualifications.  Office  Held.  Whole  or 

Part  Time. 

L. Wilson  Evans  M.B.  ,B. S. ,M.R*C.S.  ,  Medical  Officer  of  Part. 

L. R.C.P. ,D.P.H.  Health. 

M. I •  8. E,*  jC.R.S.I. , 

M  •  S .  I .  A « 


F.Morcom 


Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


'Whole. 


U 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1945. 

Population  . . 2196 

M*  F*  Total. 

Births  Legitimate  19  18  37 

Illegitimate  1  4  5 

20  22  42 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  19-1 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  England  and  Wales  l6. 1 

M.  F.  Total 

Still  Births  Legitimate  1-1 

Still  Births  per  1000  population  Q«4§ 

Still  Births  per  1000  population  England  and  Wales  0.4 o 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  year  of  age  M«  F*  Total. 

*  Legitimate  -  2  2 

Infant  mortality  per  1000  births  _  48 

Infant  mortality  per  1000  births  England  and  Wales  46 

Deaths  F*  Total* 

7  22  29 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  _  13*2 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  England  and  Wales  11*4 

CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH* 

•  M.  F. 

Heart  Disease  .  5  6 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions  .  0  6 

Bronchitis  .  ^ 

Nephritis  .  ^ 

Pneumonia  .  0  1 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  yearB,  not  from 
Infectious  Disease.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  estimated  population  is  given  as  116  less  than  last  year. 

There  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  births  8  fewer  boys  being 
born,  but  the  birth  rate  continues  well  above  that  for  the  Country 
as  a  whole.  There  were  more  deaths,  with  a  death  rate  higher  than 
that  for  England  and  dales  but  it  does  not  indicate  any  adverse 
condition  for  they  were  among  persons  well  advanced  in  years. 

The  especially  favourable  features  of  the  vital  statistics  are 

\ 

no  deaths  from  Cancer  nor  from  Tuberculosis  and  for  the  fifth 
consecutive  year  no  mother  died  as  a  result  of  childbirth 
PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 
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It  was  a  satisfactory  year  as  far  as  infectious  diseases  were  concerned. 


The  cases  of  measles  occurred  in  rhe  first  six  months  of  the  year,  it 
was  a  mild  form  and  there  were  no  deaths.  The  one  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Diphtheria* 

Immunisation* 

Under  5  years.  5~15  yrs. 

Number  of  children  who  received 

two  injections.  33  4 

'i,.  a  \ 

Percentage  considered  to  be  immunised 

at  December  31st,  1945  60$>  84$ 

•5  *» 

There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  figures  for  children  under 
5  years  but  a  drop  in  the  percentage  for  those  of  5  to  15  years* 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Scabies* 

There  v/as  a  continued  diminution  in  cases  of  Scabies,  only  two 
families  suffering  from  this  disease  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Health  Department  and  one  of  these  was  infected  before 
coming  into  the  town.  There  was  no  spread  of  the  infection. 

O 

Tuberculosis* 


New  cases 
Deaths 


Respiratory.  Non-respiratory, 

M.  F.  M.  F  * 

1  1  - 


Number  of  cases  on  th®  register  at  end  of — 19 45.*_ 

Respiratory.  Non-respiratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

51  5  4 

Water* 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  has  been  satisfactory. 
Reports  of  bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of  the  raw 
water  taken  during  the  year  were  as  follows. 


{• 


5- 


16.5.45 


Bacilli  Coli  absent  in  100  mis. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  M Spreader”  present. 
Viable  bacterial  count  at  37°  32  per  ml. 

25- 6. 45, 


Bacilli  Ooli  absent  in  100  mis. 

Viable  baoterial  count  at  22°  5  Per  ml* 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  37°  5  Pe:c  ml. 

99-7 %  of  fbe  dwelling  bouses  are  supplied  from  tbe  public  mains. 

* 

About  94. 7$  of  these  have  the  supply  direct  to  rhe  houses,  the 

* 

remaining  5 %  are  supplied  by  stand  pipes* 

Bewage. 

Number  of  houses  658. 

Number  connected  to  sewer  624. 

291  of  these  have  pail  closets  only  the  slop  water  going  Into  the 
sewer.  The  remaining  34  houses  have  septic  tanks  or  cesspools. 

The  Oouncil  collects  and  disposes  of  the  contents  of  the  pail  closets. 
During  the  year  the  Oouncil  considered  the  question  of  the  conversion 
of  the  existing  pa  A  closets  and  decided  that  this  conversion  should 
take  place  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  with  a  view  to  attaining 
this  the  owners  of  the  properties  were  invited  to  submit  proposals 
for  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  on  their  property  and  that  the 

Oouncil  would  consider  making  a  grant  not  exceeding  50%  of  rhe 

* 

cost.  In  some  parts  of  the  Town  the  present  condition  of  the 
sewer  will  not  allow  additional  connections  and  the  Council  is 
considering  means  of  improving  the  system.  Up  to  the  time,  of 
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writing  this  report  there  was  no  reat  response  to  the  invitation 
and  in  view  of  the  great  desirability  of  this  sanitary  improvement 
in  the  Town  it  would  appear  that  it  may  yet  be  necessary  to  treat 
all  owners  of  suoh  property  alike  and  serve  a  notice  under  Section 
47  Para,  (l)  and  (2). 

Housing* 

The  preliminary  layout  and  house  plans  have  been  approved  by  the 
Regional  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  50  houses  which 
are  allotted  to  the  first  year's  programme* 

As  no  inspection  of  houses  were  carried  out  during  the  year  in 
accordance  with  Section  5  o f  the  Housing  Act  the  position  as  regards 
the  number  of  houses  in  disrepair  and  which  are  not  in  all  respects 
fit  houses  is  uncertain  but  it  is  to  be  expected  that  their  number 
is  considerable  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  with  the  easing  of  the  situation 
in  labour  and  materials  more  attention  will  be  given  to  this 
necessary  work  in  future* 

Annual  Report  1945* 

9 ani t  ar y  In  sp  e  c  tor ' s  Se  c  t i o n . 

Water* 

Ho  additional  houses  were  connected  to  the  piped  supply  during  the 

year* 

House  Inspection* 

Under  Housing  Act  1936. 

Ho  houses  were  inspected  under  the  above  Act  but  complaints  were 
received  in  respect  of  dustbins  and  night-soil  pans  and  informal 
notices  were  served  where  necessary. 
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Milk. 


No.  of  registered  producers  13. 

No.  of  accredited  producers  Nil. 

No.  of  T. T. producers  Nil. 

Number  of  registered  retailers  3. 

Number  of  accredited  retailers  Nil. 

Number,  of  I.T.  retailers  Nil. 

Number  of  inspections  of  cowsheds  18 

Removed  from  register 

Accredited  producer  1, 


In  general  the  conditions  In  the  cowsheds  and  the  methods  of 
production  are  satisfactory. 

Sewage , Disposal. 

No  house  was  connected  to  the  sewers  during  the  year.  The  sewerage 
and  methods  of  sewage  disposal  are  satisfactory. 

Meat  Inspection. 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  or  knackers  yard  in  use  in  the  district. 
Visits  are  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse  at  Whitchurch 

on  days  when  meat  for  the  district  is  being  slaughtered. 

* 

Infestation. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  bugs. 

No  complaints  of  rats  were  received. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin. 

No  anti-toxin  was  supplied  to  medical  practitioners  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Scavenging. 

/ 

Night  soil  and  ashes  are  collected  once  weekly  and  disposed  of 
by  tipping  and  despite  labour  difficulties  this  service  has  been 


maintained 
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